
 

1 

Footlights 
The Players of Utica Newsletter 

1108 State St, Utica, NY 13502 Å www.playersofutica.org Å 315-724-7624  

A LETTER FROM THE PRESIDENT 

Our 2017ï2018 Season  
Hello! Very exciting to be reaching out to you via CƻƻǘƭƛƎƘǘǎ once again. 

We are still waiting for the warm days of spring but already we are plan-
ning нлмт–му offerings. Our new season promises to be exciting and 
different. For one thing, we are offering three musicals out of our five 
seasonal shows, and weΩre very excited about it. 

We know you love musicals—your attendance shows it—and we aim to 
please. We open our season with the comical hit, ¢ƘŜ нрǘƘ !ƴƴǳŀƭ tǳǘπ
ƴŀƳ /ƻǳƴǘȅ {ǇŜƭƭƛƴƎ .ŜŜΦ Similar to the humor you found in !ǾŜƴǳŜ v a 
couple seasons back, this musical focuses on six quirky adolescents as 
they prep for an event sponsored by three equally quirky grown-ups. 
One of the few musicals to grow out of improvisational theatre, {ǇŜƭƭƛƴƎ .ŜŜ mixes dynamic 
music with hilarious comedy. 

In November, we invite no less than the Great Bard himself to Utica to watch his most accessi-
ble play given a stellar performance, ! aƛŘǎǳƳƳŜǊ bƛƎƘǘΩǎ 5ǊŜŀƳΦ If you saw this seasonΩs 
5ƻƴΩǘ 5Ǌƛƴƪ ǘƘŜ ²ŀǘŜǊΣ youΩll see more of that directorΩs humor in this play, as Joni DePerno-
Zahas will direct 5ǊŜŀƳ, and she promises to deliver Shakespeare as only she can.  

Loving murder mystery-comedies as I do, I am especially waiting for FebruaryΩs play to hit the 
boards. ¢ƘŜ DŀƳŜΩǎ !Ŧƻƻǘ  όƻǊ IƻƭƳŜǎ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ IƻƭƛŘŀȅǎύ has as its main character Broadway star 
William Gillette, admired the world over for his leading role as Sherlock Holmes. When he has 
guests over for the Christmas holidays, one of his guests gets stabbed to death, and then... but 
youΩll have to wait to see what ensues. Seriously funny with some scary moments to test your 
metal. 

When spring 2018 makes its appearance (am I really writing about a year from now?), we offer 
the classic Stephen Schwartz musical DƻŘǎǇŜƭƭΦ The music is terrific: hummable, memorable, 
lilting. This is a novel retelling of several New Testament parables with characters we can all 
recognize. This is a show that plays to every generation with its unusual style and script. 

To close the season with our third musical, Players veteran Dan Fusillo directs ммл ƛƴ ǘƘŜ {ƘŀŘŜ, 
the glorious adaptation of ¢ƘŜ wŀƛƴƳŀƪŜǊ, the touching story of the southwestern spinster Liz-
zie Curry and the con-man she falls in love with during one drought-stricken summer. The most 
beautiful songs shape a story of love, arriving when least expected—and who doesnΩt like that 
kind of plot? 

So there it is: an exciting season awaits us! Please consider supporting us by purchasing a sea-
son subscription (see the last page of this newsletter) that ensures youΩll see all five shows. 
(Remember that each subscription works on the flex system, so you can use those five seats any 
way you wish during the season.)  

We are planning to finish our main theatre and are grateful for your help. Tell your friends 

about our plays. Thanks! 

JIM GIFFORD, PRESIDENT/PLAYERS OF UTICA 

JUNE 2017 
Our 105th Year 
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SHOUT! The Mod Musical 
next on stage June 9 ï18. 
What is the soundtrack of your life? {Ih¦¢Η ¢ƘŜ aƻŘ 
aǳǎƛŎŀƭ brings back the smashing sounds that made Eng-
land swing in the Ωслs. It is a fast-paced musical journey 
through the eraΩs hip-swiveling pop hits that made musical 
legends of Petula Clarke, Lulu, Dusty Springfield, and Shirley Bassey. The musical traces the 
lives of five young women in the groovy, liberating days of 1960s swinging London. 

{Ih¦¢Η features terrific new arrangements of such chart-topping hits as άTo Sir with Love,έ 
άDowntown,έ άSon of a Preacher Man,έ άI Only Want To Be With You,έ and άDonΩt Sleep in 
the Subway.έ It is an irresistible blend of pop hits with a timeless quality that appeals to 
every generation. Everything from the Ωслs is brought back to life, from the fashions and 
the dances to the music to the hair. The set design recreates the eraΩs pop-art vibe. 

{Ih¦¢Η ¢ƘŜ aƻŘ aǳǎƛŎŀƭ is directed by Daniel Fusillo with music direction by Karen 
Corigliano and choreography by Jessica Kaczor. The five young women in the cast are Sarah 
E. Crill, Jessica Kaczor, Hana Meyers, Danielle Piazza, and Ally Priore. The musical is created 
by Phillip George and David Lowenstein. Performance dates are June 9, 10, 15, 16, 17 at 
7:30 p.m. and June 11, 18 at 2 p.m.. The production is sponsored by PJ Green, MPW Mar-
keting, Serianni Signs, Northeast Excavating, and New Hartford Eye Associates. 

t[!¸9w{ hC ¦¢L/! 

.ƻŀǊŘ hŶŎŜǊǎΣ нлмсςнлмт {Ŝŀǎƻƴ 

James Gifford 
President 

JoAnn Mammone-Mox 
Vice President of PR & Development 

Daniel Fusillo 
Vice President of Programs 

Hana Meyers 
Vice President of Operations 

Carl Austin 
Treasurer 

Rayna Schneider 
Recording Secretary 

Kathy Leers 
Correspondence Secretary 

Stephen Wagner 
Historian 

 
.ƻŀǊŘ aŜƳōŜǊǎΥ нлмсςнлмт {Ŝŀǎƻƴ 

Sim Covington, Jr. 

Sarah Crill 

Art Felshaw 

Bonnie Hibbard 

Benjamin Hirshfield 

Judy Jones 

Jessica Kaczor 

John Kolczynski 

Adam J. Lawless 

Jo-Ann Longo 

Jan Rumbutis 
 

WǳƴƛƻǊ .ƻŀǊŘ aŜƳōŜǊ 
Joseph Scott 

 
tŀǎǘ tǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘ 
Vince Scalise 

 
.ƻŀǊŘ aŜƳōŜǊǎ 9ƳŜǊƛǝ 

Jane Metzger 

Carl Austin 

Robert Barone 

Don Daniels 

Richard Enders, Esq. 

Michele OΩNeil 

Linda Yost 

Hana Myers, Danielle Piazza, Sarah E. Crill, Jessica Kaczor, and Ally Priore star in Shout!  

(Photo: FX Schram)  

Summer Showcase features original plays  
Our theater doesnΩt remain idle during the summer months. On the contrary, it gives 
Players a chance to feature original works by local playwrights. This summer you can look 
forward to three original plays, a zany comedy and an evening of two dramatic one-acts. 

[ƛƪŜ {ƛǩƴƎ 5ǳŎƪǎ τ Wǳƭȅ мпςмс 

Written and directed by Stephen Wagner, Players Board Member and Historian, this two-
act farce takes an off-kilter look at the war between the sexes—a war that four couples 
take almost literally! Taking place in two side-by-side apartments, the couplesΩ conflicts—
both real and imagined—bring them to the brink of annihilation. All in good fun, of course. 

¢ǿƻ ƻƴŜ-ŀŎǘ Ǉƭŀȅǎ τ !ǳƎǳǎǘ ммςмо 

Written by Players alumnus and former President, Bob Barone, these two one-act plays 
(titles and directors to be announced) provide an evening of memorable drama. In August 
2014, Players presented Bob BaroneΩs original play, ²ƘŀǘΩǎ ǘƘŜ /ŀǇƛǘƻƭ ƻŦ .ƻƭƛǾƛŀΚ 
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5 Ways You Can Support Players of Utica  
Did you know that, besides attending our performances throughout the year, there are several other ways you can help 
support Players of Utica year-round? Here are five of them: 

1 .ǳȅ ŀ ǇŀǾŜǊ ƻǊ ŀ ǎǘŀǊΦ You may have noticed the engraved pavers at the entrance to the Players theater. Your name, 
or the name of anyone you care to honor, could be engraved on one of those pavers—and become a permanent 

part of Players and its history. In the lobby of our theater, youΩll see a wall of Stars, another place where can add your 
name or that of a friend or loved one as outstanding recognition of your support of our theater. tŀǾŜǊΥ ϷмрлΤ tŀǾŜǊ ŀƴŘ 
{ǘŀǊΥ ϷрллΦ 

2 {ǇƻƴǎƻǊ ŀ ǎŜŀǘ ƛƴ ƻǳǊ ƴŜǿ ǘƘŜŀǘŜǊΦ We desperately want to finish our main stage theater, which, when completed, will allow us to 
produce more lavish theatrical events. To help us get there, you can sponsor a seat in that new theater that will feature a plaque 

engraved with your name, name of choice, or message. {ŜŀǘΥ ϷтрΦ 

3 Wƻƛƴ !ƳŀȊƻƴ {ƳƛƭŜΦ Amazon has a great feature that allows shoppers to have 0.5 
percent of their purchase amount given to a chosen organization. Guess what? 

Players can be that organization! Once you sign up (itΩs free, of course), 0.5 percent of 
every purchase you make will go to Players. That may not seem like a lot, but if all our 
members did it, it would add up! ItΩs a great way to support the theater just by shopping 
at Amazon the way you always do. To sign up, go to ǎƳƛƭŜΦŀƳŀȊƻƴΦŎƻƳ and choose Players of Utica. To ensure youΩre always supporting 
Players with your purchases, make sure you log on to ǎƳƛƭŜΦŀƳŀȊƻƴΦŎƻƳ (instead of just amazon.com) before you shop. Bookmark it! 

4 aŀƪŜ ŀ ǘŀȄ-ŘŜŘǳŎǝōƭŜ ŘƻƴŀǝƻƴΦ Because Players is a not-for-profit organization, every donation you make to the theater is tax-
deductible. So, aside from all the other suggestions on this list, you can just make a monetary donation and declare it when you do your 

taxes! ItΩs a win-win! 

5 ¢ŀƪŜ ƻǳǘ ŀƴ ŀŘΦ  YouΩve seen all the ads in our production playbills. Buying an ad provides great visibility for your business with our 
audiences, or is just a terrific way to show that you support Players. 

Have questions about any of the above or want to know more ways you can support your community theater? /ŀƭƭ омр-тнп-тснпΦ 

Players -To-Go 
Once again, this summer and fall Players-To-
Go will be participating in Adirondack Scenic 
RailroadΩs featured train rides. 

¢ƘŜ [ƻƻƳƛǎ DŀƴƎ ¢Ǌŀƛƴ wƻōōŜǊȅ runs every 
Wednesday from July 5 through August 30, 
departing Thendara Station at 12:30 p.m. 
and 3:00 p.m. Riders are treated to an old-
fashioned train robbery, portrayed by Play-
ers of Utica actors. 

¢ƘŜ IŀǳƴǘŜŘ IƛǎǘƻǊȅ 9ǾŜƴƛƴƎ 9ȄŎǳǊǎƛƻƴ runs 
on Saturdays, July 29 and August 19 (8:30 
p.m.), and September 16 and October 14 
(7:00 p.m.), also departing from Thendara 
Station. Players actors take the audience on 
a chilling journey into the paranormal, a 
haunted history tour of the Adirondacks. 

See the Adirondack Scenic Railroad website 
for details. 
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tƭŀȅŜǊǎ ƻŦ ¦ǝŎŀ нлмтςнлму {Ŝŀǎƻƴ {ǳōǎŎǊƛǇǝƻƴ CƻǊƳ  

Complete form and mail with payment to: tƭŀȅŜǊǎ ƻŦ ¦ǝŎŀΣ th .ƻȄ нфΣ bŜǿ IŀǊǜƻǊŘΣ b¸ мопмо  

Name: ___________________________________________  Address: __________________________________________________  

City, St, Zip: ______________________________________ Phone: ___________________  E-mail:___________________________  

Payment: Ä Check  Ä Visa  Ä MC / Credit Card Account #: ___________________________________________________________  

Expiration Date: ____________ CVV# ____________ Signature:________________________________________________________  

Select # of subscriptions at the desired level and include payment. An additional tax-deductible donation is always appreciated! 

 

6/17 

#Adult @ $80 ea. = __________ 

# Senior (62+) @ $60 ea.  = __________ 

# Student @ $35  ea. = __________ 

# Patron @ $90 ea. = __________ (receive $1 off on additional tickets) 

# Angel @ $105 ea. = __________ (receive $2 off on additional tickets) 

I would like to make an additional donation of $__________ 

Dw!b5 ¢h¢![ 9b/[h{95 Ϸψψψψψψψψψψ 

Please do not send cash through the mail. 

a!Y9 /I9/Y{ t!¸!.![9 ¢hΥ t[!¸9w{ hC ¦¢L/!Σ Lb/Φ 

Subscriptions to the 2017 ï2018 Season are now available!  
tƭŜŀǎŜ ƴƻǘŜ ǘƘŀǘ ŀ ϷнΦлл /ŀǇƛǘŀƭ CǳƴŘ CŜŜ ǿŀǎ ŀǎǎŜǎǎŜŘ ǘƻ ŀƭƭ ƛƴŘƛǾƛŘǳŀƭ ǝŎƪŜǘǎ ǎƻƭŘ ƛƴ ŀŘǾŀƴŎŜ ƻǊ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ŘƻƻǊΦ ¢Ƙƛǎ ϷнΦлл ŦŜŜ ƎƻŜǎ ŘƛǊŜŎǘƭȅ ǘƻ 
ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘ ǘƘŜ .ǳƛƭŘƛƴƎ CǳƴŘ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ tƭŀȅŜǊǎ ƻŦ ¦ǝŎŀ ¢ƘŜŀǘŜǊΦ ¢Ƙƛǎ ŦŜŜ ƛǎ ŀŘŘŜŘ ǘƻ ŀƴȅ ǝŎƪŜǘǎ ǎƻƭŘ ƻƴƭƛƴŜΣ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ŘƻƻǊΣ ƻǊ ƻǾŜǊ ǘƘŜ ǇƘƻƴŜΦ aŜƳπ
ōŜǊǎƘƛǇ {ǳōǎŎǊƛǇǝƻƴǎ ŀǊŜ ƴƻǘ ǎǳōƧŜŎǘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ /ŀǇƛǘŀƭ CǳƴŘ CŜŜΦ 
 

{Ŝŀǎƻƴ {ǳōǎŎǊƛǇǝƻƴ tǊƛŎŜǎ 

Regular – ϷулΦлл        Senior – ϷслΦлл        Students – ϷорΦлл (valid ID required)        Patron – ϷфлΦлл        Angel – ϷмлрΦлл 

To order your season subscription, use the Season Subscription Form below and mail it in with payment to:  
tƭŀȅŜǊǎ ƻŦ ¦ǝŎŀΣ th .ƻȄ нфΣ bŜǿ IŀǊǜƻǊŘΣ b¸ мопмо. Or call us at омр-тнп-тснп to order over the phone. 
 

LƴŘƛǾƛŘǳŀƭ ¢ƛŎƪŜǘ tǊƛŎŜǎ 

For нлмт–нлму season performances: 
$20.00 regular admission 
$17.00 senior admission 
$10.00 student admission (valid ID required) 
όϷнΦлл ŦǊƻƳ ŜŀŎƘ ǝŎƪŜǘ ǎŀƭŜ ƎƻŜǎ ŘƛǊŜŎǘƭȅ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ /ŀǇƛǘŀƭ CǳƴŘύ 
See our website for group ticket sales. 
 

Iƻǿ ǘƻ tǳǊŎƘŀǎŜ ¸ƻǳǊ ¢ƛŎƪŜǘǎ 

Seating is limited. Advance ticket purchase is highly recommended as many of our shows sell out early. 

.ȅ LƴǘŜǊƴŜǘ όǇǊŜŦŜǊǊŜŘύΥ 
We have partnered with TicketDerby to offer a fast, easy, and affordable way to get your tickets 24/7. Go to: http://players.ticketderby.com 

.ȅ ǇƘƻƴŜΥ 
Tickets and reservations: 315-724-7624 
Approximate hours: M-F, 10:00 a.m. – пΥлл p.m. 
Performance day hours: 10:00 a.m. – ол minutes prior to curtain time. 

!ǘ ǘƘŜ ŘƻƻǊΥ 
Tickets MAY be available at the door the night of any performance. We accept MasterCard and Visa. Many of our performances have limited 
seating and are sold out. We will do our best to seat you if you arrive the night of the performance. Our Membership Subscribers will receive 
priority over non-Members. We recommend that you reserve tickets ahead of time as we cannot guarantee availability at the door for any-
one arriving at the theater on  the day of a performance. 


