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we do printing

FOR ALL OF YOUR GENERAL PRINTING NEEDS!
BROCHURES-BUSINESS CARDS-STATIONERY-MENUS-PROGRAM BOOKS & MORE!

315|724 | 7677 o www.PJGreen.com
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he Longest-Running Community Theatre in New York S

Board of Governors
2023-2024

Officers:
Art Felshaw - President
Dan Fusillo - Vice President for Programs
Richard K. Stoodley - Vice President for Operations
Stephen Wagner - Vice President for PR and Development
Shinae Garceau - Treasurer
Kelly DeGrace - Secretary

Board Members:
Sean Arnold
Tammy Arnold
Joni DePerno-Zahas
Lonnie Etter
Pamela Goodison
Kaysey Hinkle
Deborah Martin
Becki Pawlikowski
Jan Rumbutis
Astena Smith
Cristiana Damiano (Jr. Board Member)

Emeritus:
Robert Barone
Don Daniels
Michele O’'Neil
Vince Scalise
Linda Yost




JAY-K
LUMBER

mprovement EXPEIES.

Seneca Turnpike, New Hartford < 315.735.4475 « jay-k.com

X COLDWELL BANKER
FAITH PROPERTIES

BROWN

1 E A M

You ALREADY KNOW ME FROM THE STAGE. GET
TO KNOW ME AS YOUR REAL ESTATE AGENT!

VINCENT SCALISE
LIC. RE SALESPERSON

315-749-3566
VSCALISEIB@cMAIL.com |




Ilion Little Theatre

Centennial Celebration
season 2023-2024

April 19, 20, 21, 26, 217, 28, 2024

The Curious Savage by John Patrick

In this warm comedy by John Patrick, elderly
widow Mrs. Savage has been left $10 million
dollars by her late husband.. She intends to give
the entire fortune away to people who wish to
pursue their “foolish dreams,” but her stepchil-
dren strongly object.

g&g Tlion Little Theatre
THE

GURIO

Oau

June 21, 22, 23, 28, 29, 30, 2024

The Savage Dilemma by John Patrick

In the sequel to The Curious Savage, world-weary

after extensive travels, the reputedly wealthy

Mors. Ethel Savage returns to the sheltered pre-

cincts of a private country club-like “sanatori-
m" called The Cloisters, seeking refuge among

her former fellow patients.

THE ILION LITTLE THEATRE
https://ilionlittletheatre.org/
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By Margaret Edson = Directed by Mike Beehm
Vivian Bearing, an esteemed professor of 17th-century
poetry at a pretigious college, has just found out that
she has a terminal illness. What follows is a story of
moving transformation — rife with intense emotion,
meaning, and a powerful message about life, love, and
“! IP avky E Direted b the choices we make.

dson Mike Bechm
September 8,9, 10, 15, 16, 17, 2023

LAST OF THE RED HOT LOVERS

By By Neil Simon « Directed by Deborah Martin
Neil Simon OF Barney fs a successful restaurant owner and family
THE man who, after 22 years of marriage, decides it's time

for him to have an affair. Using his mother's empty

apartment, he attempts to lure women over for inti-

mate encounters, but his efforts prove more than a
Directedby little bumbling. One of Neil Simon's best!

DeboidhMarin — (October 27, 28, 29, November 3, 4, 5, 2023

SHE KILLS MONSTERS

By Qui Nguyen - Directed by Michael Clark
Having lost her entire family in a tragic accident,

Agnes Evans embarks on an adventure to know her

‘ i m little sisterTilly better by playing a Dungeons & Drag-

By Gui Nguyen | e . ons module that Tilly had written — and discovers
Directed by Michael Clark : . | more than she could have imagined!

January 19, 20, 21, 26, 27, 28, 2024
LAUGHING STOCK

By Charles Morey « Directed by Stephen Wagner
When an amateur summer theatre schedules a repertory
season of Dracula, Hamlet, and Charley’s Aunt, comic
mayhem ensues. Follow the well-intentioned but unpre-
pared company from its outrageous auditions to ego-
driven rehearsals to opening nights gone disastrously
| awry. A hilarious backstage farce and truly affectionate
look inte the world of the theatre.

April 5,6,7,12,13, 14, 2024
FUNNY GIRL

Music: Jule Style, Lyrics: Bob Merrill
Book: Isobel Lennart - Directed by Dan Fusillo
This Tony Award winning musical is based on the life and
career of comedian and Broadway star, Fanny Brice, Told
in flashback, it features her stormy relationship with
gambler Nicky Arpstein. A classic!

‘Sponsored by New Hartford Eye Associates

June6,7,8,9,13, 14,15, 16, 2024

t www.playersofutica.org




BOSCAR ELECTRIC CO., INC,|

Licensed Master Electrical Contractor & Consultant
UTICA ¢ SYRACUSE

Engineer « Design « Build

Providing Prompt Professional Service

RESIDENTIAL e COMMERCIAL
INDUSTRIAL ¢ INSTITUTIONAL

PHONE: (315) 724-8874

745 Lafayette Street, Utica NY 13502
www.boscarelectric.com email: BSE@boscarelectric.com

G Yy,
7 N
Whoever you are, whomever you love,

whatever faiths you may have known
you are welcome here.

Sunday services at 10:30 AM In person and on Zoom

Find up-to-date info and learn more about our open minded,

open hearted spiritual community at UUUtica.org

Unitarian Universalist Church of Utica
10 Higby Road www.uuutica.org
Rev. Karen Brammer

B IWNGT




| 2023-24 Season
Rome Community Theater

Season Tickets
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< (ctober 6-8 & 13-15

Lettonts dala
Uy Anlen, Hatfon.
Bty U Jochse

Fehruary §-11416-18




A Yidullo, Sne.

Is pleased to support
Players of Utica

When you’ve decided to look your ..
best, Vitullo’s has the best brands in
store.

Breathe easy and experience the :
treatment of our experienced staff
and master tailor.

A. Vitullo, Inc. also carries the
largest selection of in-stock tuxedos *
and formal wear rentals.

New Hartford Shopping Center

www.vitullos.com
315-724-2169

Stop in and see why A. Vitullo has been the standard in
men’s fashion and formal wear for over 100 years.

* Tommy Bahama * Carnoustie * Southern Tide
* Ralph Lauren * Hart Schaffner * Jack Victor
* Robert Graham & Marx * 34 Heritage

* Bugatchi * Calvin Klein * [ke Behar
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2023-2024 BANK OF UTICA BROADWAY SEASON

GROUP TICKETS FOR THESE
SHOWS START AT

FOR GROUPS 10+

COME FROM AWAY
APRIL 16-17, 2024 (TUE-WED)

Newsweek cheers,
“It takes you to a place you never
want to leave!”
TRUE STORY. HIT MUSICAL. On 9/11, the world stopped.
On 9/12, their stories moved us all.

“HILARIOUS, SPLASHY MEAN GIRLS

°TliﬂK'?KElY'li! = MAY 13-14, 2024 (MON-TUE)
“HILARIOUS! A smart, splashy
new musical that delivers with
IMMENSE ENERGY, A WICKED
SENSE OF
HUMOR AND JOYFUL
INSIDEJOKERY.”
— New York Magazine

TO KILL A

MOCKINGBIRD
JUNE 4-5, 2024 (TUE-WED)

“Five stars. Unmissable and
unforgettable. All rise for
the miracle that is
‘Mockingbird'
on Broadway. A landmark
production of an
American classic.”

— Rolling Stone, Peter Travers

CALL FOR DISCOUNT | 315-624-9444

HARPER LEE’S

AARON SORKIN
BARTLETT SHER




310 Genesee Street
Utica, NY
MUNSON.ART
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Stoch

By Charles Morey
Directed by
Stephen Wagner
Stage Manager Set Design and Construction
Shelby Deere Art Felshaw
GOIAON PAGE .eceeereereirsrrriseisssssisseisssssssssissssssssssssssssssssssssssssens Lonnie Etter
Jack Morris ........ et asrans Joshua Thompson
Susannah Huntsmen . . Jessie Rogan
Mary Pierre ...... rreesere st s e seens Alexis Carey
Tyler Taylor ...... James McNeil
Vernon Volker . . Eric Almleaf
Richfield Hawksley certes e ss b nas Paul Boehlert
Daisy Coates ... ettt b b tas Michele Buday
Craig Conlin .. . . Vincent Cavo
Sarah McKay Janet Hanna
HENIY VIS ooeeeeesrereireeererseisssessssssssssssasssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssns Michael O'Brien
Braun Oakes . . . Chuck Bastien
Karma Kelly Maida
SCENES

The play takes place at The Barn Playhouse in New Hampshire.
Only Act 1, Scene 2 takes place in a NYC audition space.

Season Sponsor: PJ Green

“Laughing Stock” is presented by arrangement with
Dramatists Play Service, Inc..



Additional Production Staff for Laughing Stock

Director’s Assistant, Props Julia Fernandez
Scene Painting Art Felshaw
Lights & Sound Stephen Wagner
PR & Marketing, Poster & Playbill Design Stephen Wagner
Volunteer Coordinator Kelly DeGrace

PLEASE NOTE: No audio or recording devices of any kind are to be allowed during the per-
formances. This includes, but is not limited to, cell phones, cameras, camcorders, and digital
recording devices of any kind.

Fire/Emergency Notice: The exit sign nearest your seat is the shortest route to the street. In
the event of an emergency, walk calmly to that exit.

-

WOULD YOU LIKE TO VOLUNTEER?

Yes, you can volunteer to help Players of Utica on show nights
or even backstage. Take tickets, hand out programs, help with
concessions, or work on a production building sets, helping
with props, and more. As an MVPV (Most Valuable Players
Volunteer), you will see the show for free or will receive a comp
ticket for a future performance! Go to:
\https://www.pIayersofutica.org/volunteer—or scan the code!

UTiCA
COFFEE

ROASTING CO.

92 GENESEE ST 1 W PARK ROW
UTICANY 13502 CLINTON NY 13323

UTICACOFFEEROASTING.COM



https://www.playersofutica.org/volunteer

WHO'’S WHO IN THE CAST AND CREW

Eric Almleaf (Vernon) — Eric has been acting in
and directing shows in the Utica Rome area since
1993. Shows include Amadeus, One Flew Over the
Cuckoo’s Nest, Kodachrome, The Butler Did It, Nois-
es Off, and Frankenstein to name just a few. Eric
always enjoys the opportunity to be on the Play-
er's stage and this time has been no exception!

Chuck Bastien (Braun) — For Chuck, it is hard
to believe this is even real. When he went to
college, theater wasn’t even on his mind. It
started with a small ad for Scrooge tryouts.
Now 21 shows later, he once again is lucky
enough to share the stage with his theater
family. From musicals to drama to comedies,
it is simply an incredible fun ride. So as Chuck
would say, “Grab your ticket, find your seat,
and enjoy the show.”

Paul Boehlert (Richfield) — When Paul was
young, his fondest wish was to be cast in a
Players production. It took many years and
a lot of experience, but Laughing Stock is his
eighth Players show, working with directors
such as Ron Medici, Art Felshaw, Jane Metzger,
Joni Deperno-Zahas, and Steve Wagner. Grati-
tude and thanks to them all, and there’s anoth-
er item crossed off the bucket list..

Michele Buday (Daisy) — This is Micheles’s
first play with Players of Utica. “l want to thank
our director, Steve Wagner, and this wonder-
ful cast for a truly enjoyable experience. My
husband and | moved to Whitesboro in 2021.
| acted in my first play in 2022 at RCT as Emily
in Geezers. My second play was Drinking Habits
as Mother Superior. Most recently | was Sala in
Letters to Sala. As mother of 4 and grandmother
to 7, it was only after | retired that | had the time
to pursue a lifelong love of theatre. Community
theatre is an excellent place to make new friends
and to participate in a wholesome pastime that
provides entertainment to family, friends, and
neighbors. | also want to thank my husband,
Tom, for his constant support and patience.”

Alexis Carey (Mary) — Alexis is thrilled to
be performing with such an amazing cast at
Players of Utica. Since she began performing,
Alexis has participated in more than thirty-five

shows. Most recent shows include Newsies,
The Little Mermaid, Helium (Ruth), Christmas
Belles (Twink), Jesus Christ Superstar, Game
Show (Ethel Tinsley), and Miracle on 34th Street
(Dr. Pierce). When not on stage, Alexis is trying
very hard to not cause any injuries to herself
and working toward a master in education de-
gree. She would also like to take this time to say
thank you to those involved on creating such a
fun show that is filled to the brim with laughter.
Also, beep beep to her wonderful castmates.

Vin Cavo (Craig) — Vin is performing in his
23rd stage production, his 7th with Players.
Vin has been performing on stage since 2008
when he first started in Scrooge. Ever since,
he’s been in many other productions such as
The Wizard of Oz, Dirty Rotten Scoundrels, Beau-
ty and the Beast, Jekyll & Hyde, The Little Mer-
maid, The Game’s Afoot, Noises Off, Amadeus,
and many more. Vin is the son of Michelle and
Vincent Cavo of Whitesboro.

Lonnie Etter (Gordon) — Lonnie has lived
in Central New York for more than 15 years
and currently works as the Veterans Employ-
ment Representative covering the Mohawk
Valley for the state of NY. He is also a voice
talent and his voice can be heard on radio
stations throughout Central New York. Some
of Lonnie’s past performances include Christ-
mas Belles, Peace and Quiet, Game Show, Last
Chance Romance, Dashing Through The Snow,
A Midsummer Night's Dream, Sordid Lives, Split-
ting Issues, Cahoots, Our Town, One Flew Over
the Cuckoo’s Nest, The Importance of Being Ear-
nest, All My Sons, and most recently, The Man
in the Bowler Hat and Frankenstein. Lonnie has
also performed in musical performances such
as Gypsy, Company, Promises Promises, and 110
in the Shade. Lonnie would like to thank his
family and castmates for all of their support
during rehearsals and performances.

Janet Hanna (Sarah) — Janet has acted at
Players, Rome Community Theater, llion Little
Theater, and dinner theater. She was most re-
cently seen in Over the River and Through the
Woods. Janet volunteers at at Hope House and
RCT. Janet would like to thank Steve Wagner



for casting her, all the cast and crew, her hus-
band Mark for his support, and the audience!
Enjoy the show!

Kelly Maida (Karma) — Kelly is thrilled to be a
part of this production. It has been an amazing
experience. This is her first appearance in the-
atre. Kelly is an actress and has been in several
movies, such as Benji’s Hour, Parallel Parking,
Hangman, and TV shows such as Good Behav-
ior, The Vampire Diaries, and The Originals, just
to name a few. She is also currently working
on a TV series called Tmnt Discenium. She has
always loved the supernatural and vampire se-
ries. She is also an award-winning writer. And
she hopes that you enjoyed her character just
as must as she loved playing the role.

James McNeil (Tyler) — James is an MVCC
graduate with a degree in theatre. He has par-
ticipated in Players of Utica productions such
as The Adventure of Tom Sawyer, The 25th An-
nual Putnam County Spelling Bee, Sly Fox, Fran-
kenstein, and Wit earlier this Players season. He
has also participated in a productions of Swee-
ney Todd and Newsies at the llion Little Theatre
Club. He is honored and blessed to return to
the Players stage and perform with such an
amazing cast and crew!

Michael O’Brien (Henry) — Michael is very
excited to be performing again at Players of
Utica with such a wonderful cast and crew.
Some previous shows he has performed in
are Rope (Kenneth Raglean), Hedda Gabler
(George Tesman), The Brothers Grimm Specula-
tion (Rumpelstiltskin, Cobler EIf, Dwarf 2, Actor
Who plays all roles in Cinderella), Don’t Drink
the Water (Axel Magee), The Mousetrap (Detec-
tive Sergeant Trotter), Dracula (Arthur Holm-
wood), Jekyll and Hyde the Musical (The Bishop
of Basingstoke), 770in the Shade (Jimmy Curry),
The Adventures of Tom Sawyer (Tom Sawyer),
and Newsies (Jack Kelly).

Jessie Rogan (Susanna) — Jessie loves enter-
taining audiences and hopes she does that for
you tonight. She has been in Charlotte’s Web,
Kodachrome, and Christmas Bells right here at
Players of Utica. She has also been in numer-
ous musicals with Summer Stage in Rome,

including The Little Mermaid, Beauty and the
Beast, Young Frankenstein, and Fiddler on the
Roof. Jessie would like to thank everyone in-
volved in this amazing production! Keep your
bubble strong and the vampires out!

Joshua Thompson (Jack) — Laughing Stock is
Josh’s nineteenth theatrical production! Most
recently, he was seen playing the roles of Dav-
ey in Newsies at llion Little Theater as a part of
their centennial celebration season and Chuck
the Dungeon Master in She Kills Monsters at
Players of Utica! One full decade has passed
since he started participating in theater, and
he is beyond thankful for all his friends and
family who have shown their endless support
over the past decade! He cannot wait for more
shows to come in the near future!

Shelby Deere (Stage Manager) — Shelby is a
graduate of UAlbany with a bachelors in the-
atre. She has previously stage managed for
Sweeney Todd at llion little Theatre, The Butler
Did It, and Wit at Players of Utica as well as In
The Blood at Utica University. She has recently
played Katherine in Newsies at llion Little The-
atre and Rome Capital Summer Stage’s pro-
duction of The Little Mermaid. Previously, she
has been involved with several productions at
Players of Utica and at Utica University.

Julia Fernandez (Director’s Assistant) — Ju-
lia is making her debut at Players as Director’s
Assistant. Since her one and only performance
in Twelve Angry Jurors, presented at a small
theatre in Hell’s Kitchen NYC a long time ago,
she has been occasionally auditioning for var-
ious parts at various community theatres. She
is very happy and inspired to be part of this
talented, energetic and fun group of people
who are working so diligently to present and
entertain the Utica community with Laughing
Stock.

Stephen Wagner (Director) — Steve has di-
rected several shows at Players, including Boe-
ing Boeing, Agnes of God, Like Sitting Ducks, Sly
Fox, | Hate Hamlet, Frankenstein, and Christmas
Belles. Steve is a member of Players’ Board of
Governors and serves as its VP for Marketing
and Development.



Getaway to / / 5 W

W —————

of Eﬁtertalnment

The Players of Utica has entertained us through.‘..'

« The Ford Model T
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Become a Show Sponsor

How would you like to have your name—or the name of your business—featured on the poster and
publicity for an upcoming Players production? Become a sponsor! Sponsors help defray the cost
of sets, props, costumes, printing—and espcially the cost of the rights we have to pay to perform a

show—all of which have gone up substatially in the last few years.

Unfortunately, ticket sales often do not cover all of these expenses.
Thats where show sponsors can be a big help. A single-show

sponsorship is $300, and as a sponsor your name (or business
name) will be printed on the show’s poster, featured in publicity on
our website and social media, and even mentioned on stage at the
beginning of each performance. (And it’s tax-deductible!) Interest-
ed? Send your $300 sponsorship check to:

Players of Utica Sponsorship

PO Box 29, New Hartford, NY 13413

Interested in Joining Players of Utica’s Board of Governors?

Players’ Board of Governors is the core of our organization. We are the lifeblood of the
season’s performances as well as the stewards of our theatre building. We invite you to join!
We have several committees that you, as a board member, might be able to apply your skills
and experience to: finance, programs, PR & marketing, development and grants, building and

grounds, volunteers/hospitality, housekeeping, and more!
What's in it for you? You'll become a part of our fascinat- E E
ing history and help guide us to an even brighter future. Help " -

choose our programs, productions, and projects. Your voice will
be heard — and it has impact.

If you're interested, scan the code at right for more information!

‘-/ﬁplaqe'n c{m'gcgw

The Longest-Running



https://www.playersofutica.org/become-a-board-member
https://www.playersofutica.org/sponsorship
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THANKYOU,
SUPPORTERS

A special thanks to these
subscribers who gave extra
support to Players

ANGEL LEVEL
Henry Bamberger
Robert Barone
Joni DePerno-Zahas
Marilee Ensign
Art Felshaw
Shirley Felt
Daniel Fusillo
James Gifford
Elizabeth J. Harvilla
Robert Hodkinson
Terry & Sharmane Johnson
Rona Lucas
Donald Lynskey
John Murphy
Barbara Shuck

PATRON LEVEL
Patricia Knobloch
Constance Marson
Leslie Reilly

FRIENDS OF PLAYERS
Vince Scalise, Coldwell Banker

- J

How You CanBea
Supporting Patron of
Players of Utica

Players is proud to be 114 years old — the
oldest continuously producing communi-
ty theatre in New York State—and still go-
ing strong. And in exchange for the out-
standing entertainment we provide, we
rely on our patrons for support. And there
are several ways you can help.

« Attend our shows. This is a no-brain-
er: come to our shows... or become a
season subscriber.

« Purchase a paver! For a donation of
just $150 to the Players of Utica Build-
ing Fund, a brick paver —personal-
ized and engraved with your messag-
ing — will be placed at the entrance
just outside of the theatre!

« Buy a playbill ad or become a spon-
sor. Your ad will appear in all of our
production playbills.

« Send a check. You can also make a
tax-deductible donation by sending
a check to:

Players of Utica
PO Box 29
New Hartford, NY 13413
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https://www.playersofutica.org/support

50 Oriskany Blvd,Yorkville

FRED F. COLLIS E E & SONS inc.

is a proud supporter of the arts in our
incredibly talented community!

NOW ONLINE—
FREE!
Hﬂ Radio shows, original video |, b
., plays, cabarets, a talk show — (I-=Ead PR gE
‘dphqm-ﬁ-eatﬂ and more. E r

AT HOME

https://www.playersofutica.org/players-theatre-at-home



https://www.playersofutica.org/players-theatre-at-home

Eye Associates

8374 Seneca Turnpike
New Hartford, NY 13413-2350
(315) 797-9091
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fc\ NEW HARTFORD
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Players of Utica Remembers

Jane Metzger

For many years, the name Jane Metzger was
almost synonymous with Players of Utica in
the minds of the actors, directors, and crew
who worked with her as well as audience
members who attended our productions.
For 68 years (counting her first appearance
on the Players stage), Jane was an accom-
plished actor, highly regarded director, and
a valued and influential member of Players’
Board of Directors.

Jane passed away on July 1, 2023 at the age
of 96.

Jane appeared as an actor in 26 Players
of Utica productions. Despite her long list
of acting credits, Jane was perhaps even
prouder of her accomplishments as a di-
rector, having directed 27 productions for
Players.

As a member of Players’ Board of Directors,
Jane served for 40 years, from 1983 to 2023;
she was corresponding secretary from 1986
to 1988, vice president from 1997 to 1999,
president from 2000 to 2003, past-president
for the 2003-2004 season, and since 2004
was an emeritus board member. As a patron
of the theatre, she rarely missed attending
one of our shows.

Players of Utica offers its condolences to
Jane’s family. We will sorely miss our great
theatre friend.

We would like to thank
the following people who
made donations to
Players of Utica
in Jane’s memory.

Robert & Elaine Kaplan
Gene Falvo

Charlie & Lynn George

Rosemary & Michael
Plehn

Robert Barone
Jan Waterbury
Ann Tabrizi
Henry Bamberger
Art Felshaw




NEXT AT PLAYERS OF UTICA

FUNNY GIRL

Music: Jule Style
Lyrics: Bob Merrill
Book: Isobel Lennart

Director: Dan Fusillo
Music Director: Karen Corigliano
Choreographer: Patrick St. Thomas

This Tony Award winning musical is based on the life and career of
comedian and Broadway star, Fanny Brice. Told in flashback, it features
her stormy relationship with gambler Nicky Arnstein. A classic!

Juneé6,7,8,9,13,14, 15, 16, 2024

CNY Eye @\

Physicians & Surgeons

. aDOG:
“ DAYOUT

www.eyeutica.com

: 315-735-8358
Doggie Day Care

» Safe, structured & fun environment Lorna W. Grant, M.D.
* Socialization and play time, inside & outside . .
+ Constant supervision, love & care Eldin Sma]kan, O.D.

GET READY FOR THE DOGGIE SLEEPY Tea AVdiC, O.D.

FACE ON THE CAR RIDE HOME!
Monday to Friday 7am-6pm 8360 Seneca Tpke.

New Hartford, NY 13413

Please call first for your FREE evaluation

315-797-1143 315-735-8358

9835 River Road | Marcy, New York | 13403 www.eyeutica.com

Dage must be current on all vaccinations
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EARLY MOON
BIRD LIGHT
SPECIALS RV, [{sd,1]35
Everyday from Everyday from

8 PM- Close

It's always the 4D
perfect time at \ Carmellas

8530 Seneca Turnpike
New Hartford, NY
315.797.3350

CarmellasCafe.com



222 Genesee Street

j g Utica, NY 13502

Proudly supporting our 315-797-2700
Mohawk Valley thespians! www.bankofutica.com




